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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) filed on 8/18/2004. Claims 1 and 7 are amended. Claims 5-6, 8 
and 12 are canceled. Claims 1-4, 7 and 9-11 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument against the reference individually, one can 
not show nonobviousness by attacking reference individually where the rejections are 
based on combination of references. See In re Keller, 642 F. 2d 413. 208 USPQ 871 
(CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F. 2d 1091 , 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 7 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,862,223, hereinafter Walker) in view 
of Knee et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,589,892, hereinafter Knee) and further in view of Luke 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,131,087, hereinafter Luke). 
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Walker discloses an information processing apparatus connected to a plurality of 
information terminal by way of a network, comprising (see Fig. 1-3): 

Storing means for recording a request information (see col. 14, lines 42-50); 

Authenticating means for authenticating a user based on said user information 
stored in said storing means (see col. 10, lines 26-43); 

Recording means for recording a request information transmitted by a first user 
authenticated by said authenticating means; wherein said first user is a customer and 
said request information is a request for an offer to sell services matching the request to 
said customer (see coL 10, lines 26-43 and col. 14, lines 50-60); 

Supplying means for supplying a service list of said request information recorded 
by said recording means to a second user authenticated by said authenticating means 
in response to a demand entered from said second user; Said recording means 
recording service information transmitted by said second user in response to the 
request information in said service list; wherein said second user is a shop and said 
service information is said offer (see col. 27, lines 4-58); 

Searching means for searching for sen/ice information corresponding to said 
request information and said user information of said second user recorded by said 
recording means, in response to a demand for a request list from said first user; and 
transferring means for transferring said request list to said user (see col. 7, lines 30-35 
and lines 67-col. 8, line 1). 

Walker does not explicitly disclose wherein said request list includes a mark 
which expresses the existence of service information corresponding to the request 
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information. However, Knee discloses user receives listing with an asterisk or "star" 
icon indicating that a product or service associated with each of the listing is available 
and may be ordered remotely by the user (see Knee, col. 36, lines 67-col. 37, line 9). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Walker's matching services with Knee's teaching of 
providng a mark as an indicator of service availability. Furthermore, Walker does not 
explicitly teach that said matching is for a request for offer to sell goods and the second 
user is a shop. However, Luke discloses a matching system for electronic commerce 
for request and offer to sell goods (see Luke, col. 1, lines 13-30, it is inherent that user 
offers of selling goods encompasses shop or store or business). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Walker's matching of services with Luke's matching of goods in order to 
accommodate the broader needs in the electronic commerce which is goods as well as 
services. 

In respect to claim 2, Walker, Knee and Luke disclose an information processing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1 . Walker further discloses "said user information 
includes an user ID, a password and an electronic mail address'* (see col. 14, lines 42- 
49). 

In respect to claim 3, Walker, Knee and Luke disclose an information processing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 2. Walker further discloses "said transferring means 
transfers said service information corresponding to said request information as said . 
search result to the information terminal of said first user by an electronic mail based on 



Application/Control Number: 09/575,864 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2134 

said information terminal of said first user by an electronic mail based on said user 
information for the first user stored in said storing means" (see col. 7, lines 26-29)). 

In respect to claim 4, Walker, Knee and Luke disclose an information processing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 3. Walker further discloses "said service information 
includes an address information on the network for obtaining a desired information 
among said service information by said first user" (see col. 18, lines 63-65). 

In respect to claims 7 and 9-1 1 , the claim limitations are method claims that are 
substantially similar to the apparatus claims 1-4. Therefore, claims 7 and 9-11 are 
rejected based on the similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

-Shear et al. Disclose systems and methods for matching, selecting, 
norrowcasting and/or classifying based on rights management and/or other information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tongoc Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3843. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A. Morse can be reached at (571) 272-3838. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
9600. 

Examiner Tongoc Iran 
Art Unit: 2134 
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